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Common salt....................................  3.2   parts

Yellow prussiate of potassium.....................  0.3   part

Charred horn parings.............................  0.5   part

Borax..........................................  o. 07 part

As is seen, the inventor considers that the borax exercises its action even
when used in quite small proportions. .

The same remarks may be repeated for the following mixture proposed
by Gallet (United States patent, No. 146330, 1874):
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Alumina, from........................ 0.5

Highly aluminous clay................. 12

Pulverized wood charcoal and lamp black

Calcium carbonate..................... 38

Potassium carbonate................... 18

Sodium carbonate...................

Caustic potash........................o

Manganese oxide......................

"Rosin".............................4

Common salt.........................

Sal ammoniac......................... o

Borax................................o

to   i gram

Water......,...........about 10 per cent, of total weight

In this powder, which constitutes an interesting example of those complex
mixtures referred to several times in the preceding chapter, not only the borax
but even several of the other substances are present in homeopathic doses.
Thus, the question naturally arises as to what specific efficacy half a gram of
alumina can have along with 12 grams of clay, or 2 grams of sodium
carbonate along with 18 or 30 grams of potassium carbonate.

Another mixture of the same kind is the following, proposed by F. G.
Bates (German patent, No. 83093, ELL 18, 1895):

Carbon.....................................----  90 parts

Cryolite.........................................  10 parts

Manganese oxide.................................  20 parts

Common salt.....................................    i part

Saltpeter........................................    i part

Spent lime.......................................  10 parts

Alum...........................................  10 parts

That i gram of common salt must truly be of great importance in such a
mixture!

Just as curious is the mixture patented by F. Andre (see English patent,
No. 1356, 1906), composed of potassium ferrocyanide, hide clippings, wood
charcoal, resin, soda, earth, saltpeter and graphite. And that patented by
Cattaneo and Faggian (see English patent, No. 13931*, 1906), containing